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SECRET
1 Oct €2
Tos C'nief, TFW/F1

Fromi{F. . F1og_:7

Subject: a-LACE 1 resnonse to questions about succession in the event of Castro iesil
(29 sept €2) -

1. QUESTION: If Fidel should sullenly iie or be killei, whst kzni of struggle
for power woull ensue ani what element woull win outy

2. ANSYERs_ "Even the gusanos say it would be useless to kill Fidel; the thi-g
would go on. No one thinks Fidel's death woull be useful to the counter-revolution.
Maybe it would in the long run, but cert ainly not in the dort run. It 1e hari to sax
what would happen. Power is in the hands of a few people. Sowe small group (gruzits:
would form and take power strongly into its hands and hold the thing together. Wna+
would hsppen then is agsin hard to say; evern harder is it to p,edict wnich elexnent
would win out. But generally speuzing, the barBudos {and a small group of thea, st
that) woull win out, snd not the cormunists. In tne latter connsction, people in
Havans seeca to think tnat Blas Roca and Lazaro Peng are nox longer powerful figuress.
Of the old co.muniste, Carlos Rufael Rod+vicuez is the most prestigious. R Nurez
Jimenez could wske a comebuck, although he is not too important at this time. The -
Minister of Labor, Martinez Sanchez, is very iazportant.
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